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Waverers gave way and the fight was over. On the
4th of June the Bill passed through the House of
Lords ; and a few days after the poor patriot King
had given it his Royal Assent.

Let us see now what were the two great prece-
dents, the two great principles which were estab-
lished by the passing of the Reform Bill, and by
the manner in which it passed into law. We have
already told our readers what the Bill itself did
for the country; we have described the general
reforms which it created ; and we have shown in what
measure it was seriously defective ; and why it became
necessary that many further expansions of its scope
should be brought about. But the great principles
accomplished by the passing of the Reform Bill are
not to be found embodied in the contents of the Bill
itself. The most important constitutional principles
established for the first time, and we trust for all time,
by the triumph of Lord Grey and Lord John Russell
are two in number. The first is, that the "House of
Lords must never carry resistance to any measure
coming from the House of Commons, that is, from
the chamber which represents the country, beyond the
point at which it becomes evident that the House of
Commons is in earnest, and that the country is behind
it. It is now settled that the House of Lords shall
have no greater power of resistance to a popular
measure than that which, in a different form, is given
to the President of the United States, the power to
delay its passing until the House of Commons shall
have had full time to reconsider its decision and say,
on that reconsideration, whether it is of the same